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Happy New Year 2023!

Belgrade, Serbia



Greetings from the President of the WVF

Dear colleagues,

I have the honor and pleasure to invite you to the World Veterans Congress which also includes the 30th 
General Assembly for the World Veterans Federation. This time the congress will be held in Belgrade from 

6th to 10th of March 2023 in Belgrade, Serbia.

Our host country, known as the Republic of Serbia, has a rich history and culture. The people of Serbia are 
known for their friendliness and they always welcome guests to their country.

Our host, the union of Associations of Fighters of the National Liberation Wars of Serbia (SUBNOR) https://
www.subnor.org.rs/ , was one of the WVF’s founders in 1950. They have been excellently involved in the 
planning to make the congress a success. They have also prepared a program where all the participants 

will visit several memorable places.

Already in 1951, SUBNOR organized a WVF General Assembly where the participants made important 
decisions for our mission as a humanitarian federation and in the care-taking of veterans from various 

wars and conflicts.

The congress’s motto is “respect for diversity”, which is a very relevant topic that will be taken up in the 
Peace and Security session during the congress.

Let’s together give our colleagues from Serbia full support to make the congress a real success.

I look forward to seeing you in Serbia.

Dan-Viggo Bergtun
President WVF

World Veteran Federation is a proud supporter of Global NGO Executive Committee and United 
Nations Department of Global Communications Civil Society Unit.
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Letter of invitation
Dear members of The World Veterans Federation, dear friends,

I will have the honour to host you in Belgrade from the 6th to the 10th March 2023.
SUBNOR of Serbia and Yugoslavia one of the founders of WVF in 1950. SUBNOR already hosted the second 

General Assembly in 1951. The gathering was greeted by the president of the country at the time, Josip 
Broz Tito, who led the victorious army during the Second World War, The People’s Liberation Army, which 

made a huge contribution to the front of the forces the winner of that war, over Nazism and fascism.
The State of Serbia, as well as SUBNOR, the successors of the SFRJ inherit a bright tradition of anti-fascism 
and the fight for the freedom of all peoples of the world from the greatest evil that is humanity has seen 

Nazi and fascism.

That is exactly why our country, led by President Aleksandar Vučić and the Government of Serbia, knowing 
the magnitude of the sacrifice that the Serbian people made in the Second world war, wholeheartedly 

help our veteran organization, aware the fact that today is when we wake up to the ghosts of fascist 
ideologies a place in the dustbin of history, very important to hear the voice of anti-fascists as a whole 

Saint!

Recently, we were good hosts of the European Anti-Fascist Conference, which was held under the auspices 
of the President of the Republic of Serbia we have confirmation that President Aleksandar Vučić will be the 

sponsor and of the World Veterans Congress.
The theme of our Congress entitled “Respect for Diversity” aims to emphasizes that, regardless of the 

regulations of the states that are members of WVF, and all of the other elements by which we differ, we 
have one in common, a great and bright goal; humanity in stable peace and economic prosperity. We are 

guided by the maxim that it is better to negotiate for topics in which we are not like-minded.

Because no one, as WVF’s credo says, none can speak more eloquently peace from those who fought in 
the war! Once again, I cordially invite you to be our dear guests at the congress, which, we have no doubt, 
will have a very fruitful work informal and also visit the beautiful capital of Serbia, Belgrade. In this light, I 

wish you all the joy of seeing each other soon.

PRESIDENT OF SUBNOR, SERBIA
General – Major
Vidosav Kovačević
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Event Information
The congress will be held in Hotel-M https://www.hotel-m.com/ close to the centre of Beograd, 
Serbia. The congress are open for honorary members, ordinary members, associated member, 
companion and invited guests. The registration fee will be per participant 250 Euro for honorary 
and ordinary members. For associated members the registration fee will be per participant 350 
Euro. The registration fee will cover the delegates sightseeing, lunches, dinners and coffee break.

Please transfer the registration fee to following account with you names, organisation name and 
flight information latest, 30.01.2023, to:

Account owner:

WVF co/ ServiceData i Örebro AB

Bank account:                    84525 903 808 9919

IBAN:                                   SE07 8000 0845 2590 3808 9919

BIC (insted of SWIFT):      SWEDSESS

Address bank:                   Drottninggatan 18B, S-70114 Orebro, Sweden

Registration link: 	         https://theworldveterans.org/wvf-congress-2023/
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Accomodation

We except most delegates and guest will be accommodated  at reduced prices at the hotel, 
however you can always choose your own accommodation, which you can optionally choose at 
www.booking.com . The accommodation should be booked and prepaid before 30.01.2023. 

All delegates, guests and accompanying persons will be required to pay for their own 
accommodation.

Prices per night per room including breakfast at Hotel-M.
For booking: sales@hotel-m.com with a copy to post@theworldveterans.org

Standard single room: 	 85 Euro

Standard double: 		  100 Euro

Premier single:  		  120 Euro

Premier double room: 	 140 Euro
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TEMPORARY PROGRAM

Monday 06.03.2023

12:00 – 22:00 Delegates arrive
 
Tuesday 07.03.2023

08:00 – 13:30 Registration delegates
13:30 – 14:30 Lunch
15.00 – 16:00 Opening Ceremony
16:00 – 16:30 Coffee break
16:30 – 18:00 Working Session
19:00 – 22:00 Welcome dinner with entertainment

Wednesday 08.03.2023

08:00 – 09:00 Breakfast all
09:00 – 11:00 Wreath laying ceremony, 
sight-seeing and official meetings
11:15 – 13:00 Working session
13:00 – 14:00 Lunch
14:00 – 16:00 Working session
16:30 – 19:00 Standing Committees meetings
20:00 – 22:00 Dinner in the hotel/ gifts handover

Thursday 09.03.2023

08:00 – 09:00 Breakfast all
09:00 – 10:30 Peace and Security and Health and 
Welfare Division presentation
10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break
11:00 – 12:30 Working Session- closing ceremony
12:30 – 14:30 Farwell lunch/delegates departs
14:30 – 15:00 EB meeting
15:00 – Free evening

Friday 10.03.2023

08:00 – Departure
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Travel

Travel

As all participants in the congress pay for their own travel, they can choose themselves, but as 
guests in Serbia we would recommend Serbian Air. Check whether your travel route is covered by 
the airline. https://www.airserbia.com/

Visa/Passport 

On October 30, 2014, the Government of the Republic of Serbia adopted the Decision on visa free 
entry to the Republic of Serbia for holders of foreign national passports having a valid Schengen, 
UK and other Member States’ visa, or visa of the United States of America, and for holders of 
foreign national passports having residence permit in the countries of the Schengen area, EU or 
the United States of America.

On basis of this decision, the above-mentioned categories of foreign nationals may, without prior 
visa application, enter, transit and stay in the Republic of Serbia up to 90 days during a six-month 
period, and within validity of said visas or residence permits.

There is a possibility for foreign nationals to enter the Republic of Serbia with two passports e.g. 
expired national passport with valid visa or residence permit and valid national passport without 
valid visa or residence permit.

Foreign nationals, holders of a residence permit in the form of a separate card (not a sticker 
affixed to their passport), must present their valid passport upon entering the territory of the 
Republic of Serbia.
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Planning committee
The President and Secretary General participating in the working meeting arranged by our host, The Union 
of War Veterans of the National Liberation Wars of Serbia (SUBNOR) to prepare for the World Veterans 
Congress 2023 in Belgrade.

The motto for the Congress will be .. Respect for diversity.
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FIR Conference

Thank you to FIR - International Federation of Resistance Fighters and SUBNOR, Serbia for inviting to 
the 2022 International conference on antifascism in Belgrade 24-25 October 2022. Represented by the 
President Mr. Bergtun of the WVF. Great discussions and presentations of delegates from all over Europe.
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Dr Hugh Milroy OBE’s appointment will allow Veterans Aid to work more closely with global partners on 
the promotion of wellbeing for ex-servicemen and women.

Wing Commander (Retd) Dr Hugh Milroy OBE, CEO of the UK Charity Veterans Aid, has been appointed as 
a Vice President of the World Veterans Federation (WVF) and acting Chair of its Standing Committee on 
European Affairs.

The appointments were confirmed by WVF President Mr Dan-Viggo Bergtun and Secretary General Mr 
Anders Ramnerup who extended a warm welcome to Dr Milroy. 

Mr Bergtun said: ”Although voluntary, these roles affirm Veterans Aid’s position as a global influence within 
the veterans world. I have watched VA in action and I can see why it has gained an international reputation 
for excellence. Its focus, which puts veterans before process, represents a post-pandemic paradigm for 
veterans that actually works. The real test of fire for the VA model was the pandemic and its methodology 
withstood the pressures.

”It is rare to find such vision and leadership but it is clear that the global veteran family can only benefit 
from Dr Milroy’s move onto the global stage at a time when the WVF has a new and exciting strategy in 
place. He is widely known as an effective practitioner and thought leader whose views do not necessarily 
reinforce stereotypical narratives. This refreshing ’thinking out of the box’ approach, based on a 
thoroughly tried and tested model, is needed now more than ever.

https://www.politicshome.com/members/article/veterans-aid-ceo-to-take-up-new-role-on-the-international-stage

Veterans Aid CEO to take up new role on the 
international stage
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The President took part in International Conference of Ombuds Institutions for the Armed Forces.  
Important meetings were held with, among others, the President of Euromil and the Ombudsman for 
Norwegian Forces. The topic was rights and duties of armed forces personnel in peacetime and wartime: 
between policy and practice in Oslo, Norway.

International Conference of Ombuds 
Institutions for the Armed Forces
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Report from the WVFs visit to South Sudan.
The report is made from the delegations visit to South Sudan, included representative Tut Gatwech Garang from 
Standing Committee on African Affairs, undertaken from the 9th to the 15th of November 2022.

The visit was made on the basis of Vice President, Alfred Fuller, Chair of SCAA’s request to EB in the last meeting to 
get more focus on Africa. In addition, SG wanted assistance to qualify more candidates to assists SCAA in the future.

The delegation followed the invitation of the Minister of Defence & Veterans Affairs (MODVA), Mrs. Angelina Teny.

 

We were warmly welcomed by the Deputy Minister, Lt. Gen. Chol Thon J. Balok, at the airport in Juba, who had 
made good plans for our visit. Together we adjusted the plans and set up a common goal to achieve the intention of 
the visit.
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We also had time to see UNMISS, which is part of the UN force in the country. As a former UN soldier, the president 

particularly appreciated the visit here.

The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) is a United Nations peacekeeping mission for South Sudan, 

which became independent on 9 July 2011. UNMISS was established on 8 July 2011 by United Nations Security 

Council Resolution 1996.

 

Almost 20,000 peacekeepers serve with the United Nations Mission in South Sudan to protect civilians and build 

durable peace in the conflict-affected country.

The civilian, police and military personnel from 73 countries carry out many duties under the mandate provided 

by the United Nations Security Council. Their work falls under four main pillars. Protection of civilians, creating 

conditions conducive to the delivery of humanitarian assistance, supporting the implementation of the revitalized 

agreement and the peace process and monitoring and investigating human rights.

Visit to UNMISS
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We were immediately taken to the Veteran House on the outskirts of Juba where we had good talks with the 

veteran delegation led by the Undersecretary for Veterans Affair, Lt. Gen. Cde. Biar Atem Ajang, who showed off 

the veteran’s house which was supported and opened by the president of WVF in 2015. A meeting was solemnly 

conducted by Ajang who introduced us to the many veterans and staff. We also received an in-depth briefing on 

veteran work in a complex society with over 64 different ethnic groups.
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Undersecretary for Veterans Affair, Lt. Gen. Cde. Biar Atem Ajang, took us to the Senior Security Advisor to the 

President, Hon. Kuol Manyang. where we discussed challenges for veterans and victims of war in South Sudan and 

the security situation in the country. He has met the WVF president on our previous visits and this time we got a full 

update. The delegation for this visit also consisted of representatives from Veterans Affair.
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Furthermore, the delegation had another good visit to South Sudan’s security advisor, Tut Kew Gatluak, who 

emphasized the importance of peace and stability. Together we introduce the idea of having a World Veteran 

Congress in Juba in 2024. He thinks it was a very good idea and immediately raised it with the country’s President 

Kir.

17



When President Kir was not available, we had a good conversation about veterans with the First Vice President 

of the South Sudan, Dr. Riek Machar. Our visit was well covered in the national media. He was very positive about 

WVF’s role and welcomed us for future projects in South Sudan.
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 Several meetings were held with the Minister for Defense and Veterans Affairs. As our host, she was always present 

during our visits and helped ensure that our wishes were fulfilled at all times. We discuss issues related to the UN 

resolution 1325. Special regarding UN troops in the country misusing females and even children for many years. She 

will put it forward as a priority in the program for women in the country and said: ”They are here to protect us, not 

to abuse our women.” She was very concerned about women’s rights and if we are going to have a congress in Juba, 

she wanted to have a separate session for women’s rights.
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On behalf of President Kir, we visited the President’s palace where we had a meeting with the Hon. Dr. Barnaba 

Marial Benjamin, Minister of the President of South Sudan. He supported us in the further work and wanted to 

focus on the veteran work in South Sudan in a new way.

On behalf of President Kir, he wanted to give us all the support that we in the WVF wanted for a Congress in 2024.

The visit was also this time covered in the national media.
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As a conclusion to our visit, I would like to say that hectic days put veterans in South Sudan, also in neighboring 

countries, on the agenda and several veterans are now qualified to contribute to WVF. In particular, I would like to 

thank the Minister of Defense & Veterans Affairs (MODVA), Mrs. Angelina Teny for the invitation. Also especially to 

Tut Gatwech Garang from SCAA for his excellent contribution to the implementation of the visit. Last, but certainly 

not least, thank you to everyone who has supported us during the visit.
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Has the United Nations lost its role!?
On 24 October 1945, the UN Charter came into force and the day is considered the birthday of the UN, but 
is the pact about to be crumbled away in the international community?

It was at the end of the Second World War that British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, Soviet Union 
leader Josef Stalin and US President Franklin D. Roosevelt met at the Yalta Conference in Ukraine. Here 
they agreed to create a new world organization, the United Nations, the United Nations. The idea at 
the time was that if a collaboration across all national borders was established, the terrible things that 
happened during the Second World War could be prevented. A UN pact was signed and at the end of 
the war all the then 51 member states signed the pact. It was immediately put into effect. Today, all 193 
member states have ratified the UN Charter.a

This pact, which the member states have undertaken to follow, contains important guidelines for 
international cooperation for peace and security in the world. It is often referred to as the UN constitution.

So what does the treaty say? Yes, it contains rules for how the UN should function and what the various 
member states’ rights and obligations are. The core points of the treaty can be summarized based on 
the following principles; That all member states are sovereign and equal, support the UN’s work, help 
resolve international disagreements, refrain from using threats or force against other states, refrain 
from interfering in other states’ internal affairs and not least, support human rights. Although many of 
these core points are violated daily, we especially see it in the wars today. The treaty’s primary goal is to 
preserve peace and security in the global picture.
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So one can always ask whether the pact has prevented the atrocities that we see in the more than 30 wars 
in the world today!

UN Day, which is celebrated every year, should give us the opportunity to reinforce our common agenda 
and confirm the purposes and principles of the UN Charter that have guided us in all the years since its 
establishment.

As the world gradually begins to recover from the Covid-19 pandemic, the day in 2022 represents a call to 
”strengthen international cooperation in the interest of both nations and peoples, for a more peaceful and 
good future for all.”

Even if the world’s challenges quickly jump over to a new challenge, we know that the UN needs us all to 
contribute to this important work and the day we mark should give inspiration to understand that we are 
together on the challenges.

Today it is natural to focus on peace and security. I have seen how important the UN is to create a defined 
common denominator for peace and security, especially for those who have lacked these definitions. We 
shall also pay tribute to UN initiatives which have also developed knowledge, based on experience, of the 
fundamental causes of conflicts.

Criticism of the UN has rained down for periods, often with good reason. I am thinking in particular of 
how certain major powers are settling in without any form of support from the UN. Throughout the 
history of the UN, we have noted that the organizational structure itself has often worked towards its 
own main goals. The Security Council , where the five permanent members have veto rights, is not 
democratic enough and often lacks democratic norms. The permanent members often block precisely the 
strengthening of international cooperation for peaceful solutions. Instead, further escalation of conflicts 
is provoked. The result is often that great powers and coalitions then take independent decisions that 
crumble away the UN treaty.

 An adjustment of the distribution of mandates should be revised in the UN system as soon as possible to 
avoid the UN becoming just a bureaucratic, powerless, talking club for diplomats.

..continue
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We can probably record that the UN with its UN pact has contributed greatly to the fact that the global 
horrors from the Second World War, on such a large scale, have not occurred after the establishment of in 
1945. Even if there are regional wars, such as the one in Ukraine, threatening getting ever closer to a 3rd 
world war, we must not give up, but rather strengthen the UN’s role. That is why we want a strong UN with 
a distribution of mandates that can exercise democratic decision-making power in the world.

Although the international community focuses on Europa`s challenge now, namely Ukraine, the UN has 
done a lot of good work with the pandemic, in preventing climate change, limiting increasing poverty, 
improving food production, regulating energy supplies, participating actively in refugee work, in peace 
operations, with human rights and in many other areas.

No, the UN has not lost its role in the worldview. We need the UN and should together make the 
organization stronger in its mission for a better world.

Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the UN’s work.

 

”UN Peace Messenger”  
Since 1987

..continue
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Philippine Veterans Affairs Office (PVAO)

The World Veterans Federation applaus this initiative from PVAO to stop voilence against women.

“Let us all draw inspiration from the heroism of our veterans who bravely fought against oppression for 
the welfare of their fellow Filipinos. Now, it is our chance to become modern-day heroes by helping those 
in need and advocating for this campaign,” USec. Mapagu added.

 The 18-Day Campaign to End VAW (Violence against women) is a national observance spearheaded by 
the Philippine Commission on Women. This campaign advocates against all kinds of violence against 
women and children and focuses on promoting awareness on the different forms of violence, providing 
information about the laws on protecting women and girls and featuring VAW-related services that people 
can avail.
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Arab Union For Veterans And War Victims.

 The Arab Union for Veterans and War Victims is an Arab regional non-governmental organization 
established in 1960. The Arab Union for Veterans and War Victims is an Arab regional non-governmental 
organization. Their goal is to coordinate veterans and family activities among 22 Arab countries. They 
have some 13 million members and are a companion of WVF. At the last GA, the WVF decided to establish 
a separate Standing Committee (SCME) for the Middle East and the Union Arab Veteran will play an 
important role in veteran work in the region.

http://arab-vu.com/
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Welcome new members!

Veterans of Hope Initiative (Nigeria)

Future of Free France in Chad (Chad)  

National Union of Veterans (France)

Veterans Aid (United Kingdom)

Georgian Generals’ Club (Georgia)

Charity Foundation of Veterans of Combat Action in Afghanistan 149 Guards Motor Region “Kunduz 149” 
(Russia)

Irish Defence Force Veterans Association (Irland) 

Association of Mongolian Warriors (Mongolia)

Swedish Wounded Veterans Sports Assocoation (Sweden) 

Pancyprian Organisation of War Disabled & Victims (Cyprus)
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Respect for diversity

The World Veterans Congress has a motto, namely “respect for diversity”. We see a world today that often 
creates a polarisation, especially when it comes to opinions in conflicts. As committed veterans, we are 
often having strong opinions where disagreements can create discord in the veteran community. As all of 
us are Brothers in Arms we should respect each other diversity.

The subject will be addressed at the conference by our Peace and Security Division.
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Armistice and Remembrance Day, 11. November 2022. 

Armistice Day, also known as Veterans Day is commemorated every year on 11. November to mark the 
armistice signed between the Allies of World War I and Germany at Compiègne, France, at 5:45 am for the 
cessation of hostilities on the Western Front of World War I, which took effect at eleven in the morning—
the ”eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month” of 1918. 

The date is a national holiday in France, and was declared a national holiday in many Allied nations. 
However, many Western countries and associated nations have since changed the name of the holiday 
from Armistice Day, with member states of the Commonwealth of Nations adopting Remembrance Day, 
and the United States government opting for Veterans Day.
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